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SONETTO DI A SONNET BY
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Anco ritenne Albion lo scettro santo Once more the Sceptre of Grand Master’s Post
E il ti concesse in gloriosa vice, Doth .A/bion hold, and glorious Change bestow
Onde, MATTEOQO, piu prospero e felice Upon thee, Matthew, that may prosp’rous grow,
L’invitto stuolo a te combatta accanto. At thy side fighting, th’ undefeated Hosz.

Ben di tua stirpe gia s’estolle il vanto Yet of thy Stock doth rightly soar the Boast
Per Fortescue, di cui gran fama dice By Fortescue, not last in Martyrs’ Row,

Che per serbar sua fé la pia cervice That gave, for Faith, his neck to fatal blow,

Al rege offerse, e imporporo 'ammanto. And the King’s purple Robe empurpled most.
Or 'alma instrutto di cotanti esempj, Did such examples Knights of Christ make blest!
Che di Cristo i guerrier féro beati, Thereby thou shalt thy noble Soul compound;

Ricorda ognor di qual sangue discendi. Recall the Blood that floweth in thy breast.

Da’ maggior tuoi I'alto dover apprendi, Do learn from thy Ancestors, what is bound
Onde si vuol dal prence a’ tribolati A Christian Prince to do, shall he th” Opprest
Levar l'affanno, e trionfar de gli emp;j. Relieve of pain, and th’ Impious confound.
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